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“The life that now is shapes the life that is to be.” 


Pricer 2d. 


Spiritualism unfolds to our internal senses substantial realities, prosenting 
Rot only with the semblances, but the positive evidences of eternal existence, 
pausing us to feel that the passing shadows we speak of belong not to the spiritual, 
Ut the material world. It is easy to imagine that we are dealing with the nbe 
*lute and enduring, because we associate our thoughts with the external and 
Apparently lasting; but, on reflection, we discover that the only absolute and en— 
uring facts are beyond the tomb. 


ne 
THE CHELTENHAM FORCES FOILED. 


Curerrennam is down on the list of English towns 
Which have disgraced themselves by mobbing. Henceforth, 
n all the histories of English civilization, Liverpool, 
Huddersfield, Leeds, and last, but not least, Cheltenham, 
will be held up as specimens of the nineteenth century 
enlightenment—that is, if the historians are faithful to 

sir mission. The Davenport Brothers have become 

Crocs, and very near martyrs; all through England 
acir name is known, and excitement runs high in tho 
“scussion of their peculiar claims. Wo cannot expect 
any new principle or idea to advance free from obstructions ; 
neither is it desirable, seeing that progress gains strength 
rom antagonism. But we do expect life and property to 
be protected. What intellect fails to discover, brutality 
not likely to tind. It needs no wondrous wisdom to 

how this; yot respectable mon presume not to test by 
fair tests, but to destroy the necessary conditions of all 
tests, and to yell, destroy cabinets, and endanger the 
Ives of the mediums—this was done at Liverpool and 

eeds. Wo had hoped that the fact of two cabinets 
cing smashed would have been sufficiently satisfactory, 
as regards “tho secret springs and clandestine machinery,” 
have saved the brothers from a renewal of such 
arbaric processos. But vain our hope. Cheltenham 
climaxed tho rowdyism of tho north; and not only 
threatened injury, but actually injured the porson of Ira 

Javenport—he and his brother were tied with all the 
Tope the committee brought with them, and all the rope 
belon ing to the brothers. The process of tying was 
skilful, but scientifically cruel. Three quarters of an hour 
Was the timo taken to securo them. ‘The cabinet 

Oars were closed upon them. The committee were 
Satistiod their knots wero Gordians which neither spirit 
Nor flesh could untie. The immense audience, without a 
Spark of sympathy for the brothers, cracked their ironical 
{ekes, eA to allow tho gas to be lowered, and grow 

Olstorously impatient. The mediums were released in 
Wenty-seven minutes. But Ira Davenport, owing to 
the length of time the knots had been on, the closeness of 
the cabinet, and the exhausting eflects resulting from the 
ight, was in a fainting condition, and eventually became 
clirious. He stated that whilst he was fainting, John 
King took the tambourine and fanned him. This was a 
sympathetic act very creditable to John. 

The longth of ropo and skilful knots which had beon 
Placed by a practised hand upon the brothers, like the cele- 

tated “ Tom fool’s knot,” wore proved, even under un- 
favourable conditions, to bo useless, The brothers tri- 
Umphed and the “gods” applauded. Thus, by Divine 
ordering, rowdyism was defeated and turned to enthusi- 
astic admiration. 


Wo trust this will teach, not only Cheltenham, but all 
England a lesson. Cheltenham seems to us to nurse her old- 
fashionod institutions with a degree ofjealousy. Mr. Holy- 
oake lately went there, after an absence of thirteen years, 
to lecture, but his lecture was suppressed ; ho determined to 
deliver tho supprossed lecture, but was obliged to return to 
London, having been foiled and robbed to the tune of his 
expenses. In his case the law of force was applied to save 
the town from losing faith inimmortality. But what incon- 
sistency! The Davenports wero mobbed for endeavouring 
to give the town faith in immortality. 

Of course, the papers have been, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, silent on tho subject of the Davenport triumph at 
Cheltenham: they are ready enough to insert damaging 
reports. This is a free country, and wo havo a free press; 
the freodom of tho country genorates mobs—the freedom 
of the press, scandal. But we do not lose sight of the 
many othor results of our freodom, which might be expa- 
tiated on by the poet and philosopher as marking our nation 
groat. Whilst, howevor, the Davenports are subjected 
to disturbances, their property destroyed and their lives 
jeopardised—and, to crown all, the press sides with tho 
mobs; what can we say of the freedom, either of the 
nation or its press, other than that they are veritable shanis ? 

We have, however, still faith, as we said last week, in 
England’s sense of justico. We cannot believe mobbing 
will be the order of the future as well as the present. 
The reaction of fooling came at Cheltenham, and it will yet 
come in other parts of England. In plain words, the 
Davenports will mako thoir honesty felt. It is not in tho 
nature of mobs to extinguish the eternal spark of living 
truth; but they may make it burn tho brighter, and possi- 
bly that is their mission, although they are too blind to 
recognise it. Were the Davenports simple mountebanks, 
they could not, for an hour, venture before the public atter 
their late receptions in the north. But with a consciousness 
of integrity equal to the heroism of ancient times, they 
still hold themselves prepared to demonstrate the fact that 
unseen intelligences live and move in our midst. 

We trust sincerely the Dayenports will be allowed to give 
their exhibitions with the same freedom that is allowed to 
mountebanks. ‘That is all we ask. No person is obliged to 
enter their halls if their exhibition is of an objectionable 
character to him; but when thore, he is bound, in common 
fuirness, to recognise their conditions, and above all, to 
protect them from insult and theft. No battle with ma- 
terial conditions ever demanded more sacrifice and fierce 
conflict than the battle of Spiritualism. It requires all our 
courage and discretion, butif we have faith in our principles, 
we must have faith in God; and can we believe He will desert 
us? Let us, then, bo true to ourselves—true to cach other 
—and then, although our mediums are ignored by the pross, 
their cabinets smashed, and their integrity impugned, wa 
shall feel secure, since neithor death, nor time, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, can annihilate facts which are 
adamantine bulwarks of our glorious cause. If logic 
be tho weapon necessary to defeat our foes, let us use it. 
If manly self-sacrifice and noble endurance—aye—even 
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martyrdom be necessary, what need tho Spiritualist foar? 
Doos he not know that he lives in eternity? ‘That in pro- 
portion as he is devoted to his recognitions of truth will 
he realize in the future glorious results. 


RE tN n. a 


A NEW PHYSICAL BOY MEDIUM. 


Rs A I Sm LT OT MR BE RS te r 


Within the last few days a little boy, between nine and ten 
years ofage, named William Terketine, a mere child in his manner, 
giving no idea of precocity, living with his uncle, Mr. W. J. 
Champernowne, at Kingston-on-lhames, has heen discovered to 
possess mediumistie powers of an extraordinary physical 
kind. He has been tied in a chair placed in adarkened room, 
and has been released by invisible fingers, ropes have been placed 
at his feet and he has been more elaborately secured than he had 
been before ; he has held a voilin in such a manner that his own 
hands could not touch the strings, and it has been played; he 
has likewise held a flute at arms’ length, and it has been made to 
discourse notes—likewise an accordian held by him in one hand 
has been played. He is « good writing medium, and gets strong 
table-tilting. We have been to Kingston; and from what we 
have witnessed, and the testimony of persons who vouch for 
these facts, we have no hesitation in placing them before our 
readers. If all we state be true—which eveything we saw and 
heard goes to favour—we have in this boy an evidence that 
manifestations, similar to those of the Davenports, ure not 
contined to thet. 

On Tuesday evening some friends assembled at the Spiritual 
Lyceum to witness the mediumship of Master Terketine. He 
was placed in the centre of our room, with the ropes at his 
feet; the gas was extinguished; the whole company left the 
room, excepting a little tellow less than himself, who was per- 
mitted by the spirits to sit on the sofaa considerable distance 
from him. We distinctly heard the ropes being fastened about 
his limbs. The little boy on the sofa we knew did not move, 
because we distinctly heard him talking to the medium during 
the operation, and there could be no mistake as to his where- 
abouts, When we entered the room and relit the gas—there, 
sure enough, sat little Terketine, bound securely to his chair. 
‘he gas was again lowered, and in due course he was released 
from the ropes, .One or two sounds like the cawing of birds 
were heard ; nothing further of importance transpired at this 
sitting ; but we doubt not, had curiosity not been too prominent 
on the part of the numerous company, other manifestations 
would have been given. We are informed by the boy’s uncle 
that, at a sitting which took place in Kingston, the medium's 
coat was taken off, and, by request, his waiscoat followed suit. 
That uumerons birda described by the medium were heard by 
the circle. [t seems to us there is great promise in this boy. 
if his friends will only guard his peculiar mediumship from the 
idle curiosity both of friends and foes, and cultivate it with 
Judgment, at no very distant period he may be submitted to 
tests which cannot be successfully applied at present. 

We had no distrust from the tirat of the genuineness of the 
Brothers and Mr. Fay; everything we have witnessed since, 
has only confirmed our faith. Now that a medium promises 
we feel it our duty to encourage him, not in a spirit ofrivalry 
to the Davenports, but in the way of a common truth, The 
more mediums, whose powers can be demonstrated, the better ; 
and we cannot doubt but the invisible intelligences will 
develope others. ‘Tho sceptical mind of England needs proofs, 
irrefragible proofs of spirit-power; but the misfortune is that 
it ever aimas to overturn the conditions necessary to its con- 
version, ‘This ia the strongest fortress Spiritualists have to 
batter down. 
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MISS CHAPMAN'S MEDIUMSHIP. 


We have been favoured with sittings of late with Miss 
Chapman, of Hudderstield. She is a trance medium of no 
mean order ; her replies to questions are always pointed, somo- 
times witty, and never tedious. She likewise sings, or to speak 
correctly, is made to sing very sweetly. Her organism seems 
extremely pliable to the mysterious messengers controlling her. 
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LECTURE AT THE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM. 

Thomas Brevior, (author of the “Twou Worlds,”) gave a very 
instructive and exceedingly interesting lecture at the Lyceum 
Hall on Sunday evening last. Heanswered the question go often 
asked— M hat is the good of Spiritualism? Those who heard 
him will not, we are convinced, easily forget the masterly man- 
ner in which he chopped up the logic of our clever opponents, 
At the closa of the lecture short speeches were delivered by Mr. 
J. H. Powell, Mr. Spear, Dr. Ferguson and others. A vote 
of thanks tothe lecturer closed the proceedings, Wo regret 
not being able to report the lecture. 


A FACT FROM HAMBURG. 


Wo copy the following from an Hamburg paper of 
January 23rd of this year. Unfortunately, a friend who 
sent it to us only clipped out the incident, so that we do 
not know the namo of the paper, or we would havo given 
lit. It is ontitled cautiously “Sonderbares Zutreffin,” 
| Curious Coincidence. 


A woman in Oppendorf, formerly a nurse in the hospital, 
but now married, has had the care ofa child, the mother of 
which was in the general hospital, Hamburg. Day before 
yesterday an official went to the nurse to enquire after its 
state. For sometime nothing had been heard of the mother, 
and the official said to the nurse, “It is quite necessary that I 
should go and see the mother.” “Don’t trouble yourself,” 
said the nurse, ina firm tone; “She died to-night.’ The 
officer went away to the town-house, but as nothing of the 
kind was known there, he returned to the nurse and said, “How 
do you know that the mother is dead ?” “ Well,” replied the nurse, 
“ She appeared to me to-night; passed her ice-cold hand over 
my face, and spoke affectionately to me.” “And isit on this 
that you believe her to be dead?” said the official. “Yes, 
certainly,” replied the nurse. “ But, good woman,” added the 
official, “That is merely a vague fancy, and totally unworthy 
ofreliance.”” The nurse, stniling compassionately and shrugging 
her shoulders, replied ina tone of the fullest conviction—* No, 
sir, there is nodoubt at all about it; I have experienced the 
same thing for many years; and such an appearance never 
deceives me.” 

The official saw thatit was no use contending with her; he 
returned to the city, and communicated what had taken place 
to the proper officer. “At all events,” said the officer,“ It is 
necessary that the mother of the child should be seen.” 
“Certainly,” said the official, and went away to the general 
hospital, On enquiring there for the mother of the child, and 
desiring to speak with her, the answer, taking him with no 
little surprise, was—" You come too late, she died in the night.” 

Thus the nurse in the village ata distance, knew the fact 
of the death before the people just near the invalid in the city, 
and stated another fact which onght to set some people a-think- 
ing a littlh—namely, that such announcements had been usual 
to her for years; only they are the simple ones, who have no 
pride to support,’ who have the use of their faculties—have eyes 
to see and ears to hear what the “ Spirit saith to the churches,’’ 
and to individuals too. 


MR. ADDISON. 


To the Editor of the Spiritual Times. 


Sir,—Mr. Howitt’s letter in your last number, coupled 
with the disclaimer in the Morning Star written by 
Mr. Addison himself, made an impression upon me similar to 
that which was probably produced in the majority of your 
readers ; and I have on several occasions lately heard expressions 
of regret and sympathy with Mr, Coleman that, in an unguarded 
moment, he should have allowed himself to be victimised by a 
bit of Stock Exchange chaff, which, although it would leave 
the Davenport controversy pretty well as it found it, could not 
fail to be somewhat humiliating and vexatious to Mr. Coleman. 
The matter, however, assumes a new aspect. I have just read 
the correspondence that passed between Mr. Addison and Mr. 
Coleman, and have also learned that the statements made by 
the latter gentleman in the Spiritual Magazine far from being 
based, as I feared, upon the assertions of persons who might be 
imagined to have purposely exaggerated and distorted facts, for 
the sake of getting upa little fun at the expense of an unpopular 
subject—just as the Morning Star purposely overrated Mr. 
Tolemaque’s achievements in a recent notorious puff—were de- 
rived from the testimony of persons whose known position, intelli- 
gence, and—I will add—tidelity to the cause your journal is 
interested in, make the idea of any deception almost incon- 
ceivable, 

Will you allow me to suggest, therefore, that, until this question 
has been more thoroughly ventilated, and Mr, Addison has been 
compelled either to acknowledge that his “ word of honour” as 
to the non-existence of confederacy, duplicate keys and mechanical 
contrivances, must go for nought, or that his strange achiove- 
ments have, after all, been produced by an influence beyond his 
control and comprehension, and ous which his peculiar position 
in the Stock Exchange renders him afraid to admit—Spiritualists 
and the public generally will do well to reserve any very decided 
opinion concerning the amount, of credulity Mr, Coleman has 
displayed. Tam, &c., 

14th March, 1865. H. A. Rupatr. 
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ON DIVINE AID UPON EARTH. 


By the Author of “ A Few Words on the Pentateuch,” &c. 
(Continued from page 68) 


But here I must protest against being misunderstood, as having in 
view the purpose of undermining the Christian faith ; I hold to its truths, 
doctrines and principles as firmly as any one possibly can do ; bnt like 
the Ebionites us some of the early Jewish converts to Christianity were 
called, and the modern sects known by the names of Socinians and 
Unitarians, I believe only in the humanity of Christ ; I think this re- 
stricted belief absolutely needful to the peace and welfare of mankind, 
It was from having allowed authority to supersede the dictates of reason, 
that the wrongs and sufferings of mankind have arisen, and the clerical 
caste has been permitted in support of its pretended mission from the 
Almighty to shed a sea of human blood. I need only recall to the reader's 
Yemembrance the Inquisition of Rome, which is said to have destroyed 
70,000 persons ; the crusade against the Albigenses in the South of France 
ìn which at least an equal number of victims were destroved; and the 
horrible massacre of the Vaudois in their native vallies. Without doubt 
they can remember that many martyrs were made in this country ; and 
even so late as the reign of James the Second, five hundred persons were 
put to death in our westesn counties, for being Presbyterians and Re- 
Pablicans ; in fact, for adopting the very principles and organisation of 
Primitive Christianity ; principles to which, as they effected Christian 
brotherhood and equality, were probably intended to be s:eured by the 
sucred injunction of ‘community of goods which has been forgotten or 
ìgnored by modern Christians. 

It cannot be too much insisted on, that reason, though occasionally 
erring, is the ony reliable guide of the human conduct. Had reason 

een allowed fair play, it seems impossible so many persons could have 

een destroyed on account of abstract points of faith. Religion at pre- 
“ent is so unfaithful and hypocritical, that it does nothing to put an end 
to the enormity of war, and thereby disregards the common brotherhood 
of humanity. If the sword is ever to be converted into the ploughshare, 
and the spear into the pruning hook, which is certainly humanly possible ; 
ìt can only happen through the triumph of reason over false religion and 
the subjecting in all respects, the tyranny of a class to the principles of 
humanity and justice. If we had listened to reason, indeed, we should 
already have enjoyed a satisfactory Christian garden, from which the 
Weeds called works of the flesh, (Gal. 5c. 19v.) would have been rooted 
out, and the fruits of the Spirit have taken their place, for every one 

Nows that these will not grow in soured, sterile or rocky ground, but re- 
quire good ground, with depth of soil and careful cultivation. In the 
trying time of spring, also, they need protection against the frosts of 
dissappointment, and at other seasons froin the blights of hopelessness 
and despair. 

Let us consider what reason has done for mankind, who were originally 
Created nuked savages; it has clothed them in sumptuous garments 
Woven with extreme ingenuity, from both animal and vegetable sub- 
stances; it has sheltered them from the weather in warm comfortable and 
€ven splendid habitations; appropriated for their food the whole animal 
Creation of birds, beasts and fishes ; converted a worthless weed of the 
Sea shore into bread, the staff of lite, other plants into wholesome vegeta- 

les, and the wild productions of the forest into the delicious fruits that 
tegale our palates, whilst by their antiputrescent juices, they continue to 
Preserve our health. It has enabled man to perforate the ground and 
€xtract from the bowels of the earth, coal, and the useful metals; by the 
ad of fire to forge them for his use, and then to make them effective in 
Converting to usetul purposes the grand discoveries of the powers of steam 
And electricity. I need but allude to the more wonderful and glorious 
results of intellectual application and perseverance in establishing the 
laws of astronomy and geography. If religion had not stood in the way, 
Treason would have organised the populations of all civilised countries ; 

Istributed through the whole mass of the people health, comfort and 
Contentment, and elevate them by intellectual and spiritual blessings. 

Reason and experience tell us that there is no personal God ; supreme, 
©Mnipotent and eternal (such as Christians have been taught to believe 
In) governing und protecting the creatures he had formed with wisdom, 
Mercy and benevolence; yet of Gods in the shape of churches or religious 
‘ystems in the scripture sense of the word (see Josh, 24¢. 15v., Jud. 10c 
UY., Micah 4c, 5v,and lat. Corin, 8c. dv.) there isno lack; and I think 
it can be traced, that in past times the leading minds of these associations 
Bratted themselves upon and afterwards identified themselves with the 
4uea of God the Creator, at least so far as to pretend that they acted as 

lis servants and by His express command, Some suppose that this was 
a pious traud designed atone for the welfare of suciety, as it enabled 
Churches to piace restraint upon the conduct of evilly disposed people: 

Must say I think this is a mistake. An all those parts of the world that 
tave been known to Europeans at a comparatively recent period, such as 

ina, Japan, New Zealand, Ceylon, the sandwich Islands and Mexico, 
We found an aristocracy consisting of priests and nobles; and there can 

little doubt, that in the spiritual, us in the temporal world, it con- 
‘rived things for its own superour elevation and the depression and robbery 
“C the inass of the people. If it be asked, how could they do this, of 
courae no perfectly convincing answer can be given, as this can only cose 
trom the spiritual worid, which is not accustomed to reveal much to man 
In his Heshy state; yet the truth may be guessed pretty nearly, The 
vestigations of Spiritualists amongst all peoples and nations, have 
Made it 4 matter of certainty that spiritual life is universally distributed. 

tas a reasonable conclusion to draw, therefore, froni this circumstance, 
Md at spiritual lite was an original gift to man trom his Creator, as well as 
i ve Inteligence ; and if this be so, we may assume it as probable, that 
t may have been very considerably developed and improved upon by 
suntless generations that must have succeeded each other down the 

Teun ot time, long before the invention of written language. ln 
mP port of this view, [ must quote the text of Genesis, which says, that 
a did not remain in his primitive state, and that all flesh had corrupt- 

its way beture God. Also judging by what man is in the present age 
of globe, und probably always was, we may conclude that as the antece- 
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dent generations had the succeeding ones wholly at their mercy from birth 
until death ; the more intelligent and designing amongst the former would 
be moved by the ordinary feelings of pride, malice, and selfishness to de- 
stroy the republicanism of nature; to make the mass of the people 
inferior in mind and spirit to themselves, and make use of them in all 
ways that they could contrive for their own aggrandisement ; also, that 
they would allow a certain number only to attain eternal salvation. 
This is merely a probability, but the testimony of many passages in 
Scripture, make it almost amount to an article of belief, particularly that 
in which we are told (Matt. 10c. 25v.) to fear Iim who is able to destroy 
hoth soul and body in hell, and that in which Christ (Matt. 23c, 4v. and 
Luke He. 46v.) condemns the Scribes and Pharisees for laying heavy 
burdens on the people. It is probable the spiritual world is just the 
counterpart of the world of the flesh, as man must take with him thither 
his mind, character and disposition ; it is difficult to conceive that it can 
he otherwise; the priest, the lawyer, the medical man will be there, 
much as they are here. The spirits of good and benevolent men will be 
a blessing to their brothers in the flesh, whilst spirits of an opposite char- 
acter must be the reverse; indeed, it is a fact, that spirits of the latter 
class are continually afflicting mankind in all imaginable ways, opposing 
their proper salvation, depriving them of health and strength of body, 
grieving their hearts and crushing their affections, injuring their mental 
faculties, tempting people to lose character and social position, to waste 
their property, to indulge in criminal desires. Some spirits use our 
tongues to our shame or detriment, all which things they areenabled to do 
with great facility, because unsuspected where people hold to material- 
ism and disbelieve in spiritual existence. If we contemplate the social 
position of many of our fellow creatures here, we shal] not wonder at 
their becoming curses to us in the spiritual state. We have seen already 
that religion has its evils, and we read besides, that St, Paul in a figura- 
tive sense delivered unruly christian disciples over to Satan for the grati- 
fication of his anger and vengeance; doubtless every church has its 
ferocious gang of ruffians attached to it for similar purposes; these 
increase in number according to the increase of conflicting religious 
bodies, and if we add to this large number the evil-minded retainers 
attached to political parties, we may reckon upon a vast sum total of 
spirits taking their journey annually to the wrong side of the spirtual 
world: and that many more take with them feelings so embittered and 
envenomed by privations, miseries or sufferings endured more or less un- 
deservedly, that they cannot be expected to be serviceable to humanity 
in after time (Corin, 11 20v). 


(To be continued.) 
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Extract from Wuxup's Last Winter in Rome, relating to Mr. 
Thackeray. 


The following, told by Mr. Weld, will surprise many readers ; 
but we could mention the names of other living men, well known 
to fame, who have shown theimselves as utterly incapable of 
comprehending the laws of evidence. when the suposed super- 
natural is in question, as the author of Vanity Far. The tirst 
sentence should also be noted, as a specimen of Mr. Weld’s slip- 
shod English. Of course his meaning is that men of education 
imagine themselves favoured by spiritual manifestations :— 


Nothing {he says] is more surprising than the manner in 
which persons of education and keen perception are either delad- 
ed by the tricks of jugglers, or are favoured by real spiritual 
manifestations. I remember well meeting the late Mr. Thackeray 
at a large dinner-party, shortly after’ the publication in the 
Cornhill Magazine, then edited by him, of the paper entitled 
“Stranger than Fiction.” In this paper, as will be remembered 
by many readers, a detailed account was given of a spiritual 
seance, at which Mr. Home performed, or caused to be performed 
many surprising things, the most astounding being his floating 
in the air above the heads of persons in the room, There were 
several scientific men at the dinner-party, all of whom availed 
themselves of the earliest opportunity tu reproach Mr. Thackeray 
with having permitted the paper in question to appear ina 
periodical of whicn he was editor —holding, as he did, the highest 
rank in the world of letters. Mr, Thackeray, with that imper- 
turable calmness which he conld so well assume, heard all that 
was said against him and the paper in question, and thus replied : 
“Tt is all very well for you, who lave probally never seen 
spiritual manifestations, to talk as you do; but, had you seen 
what L lave witnessed, you would hold a different opinion.” 
He then proceeded to inform us that, when in New York ata 
dinner-party, he saw the large and heavy dinner-table, covered 
with decanters, glasses, dishes, plates—in short, everything aper- 
taining to dessert—rise fully two feet from the ground, the modus 
operandi being, as he alleged, spiritual force. No possible jugglery, 
he declared was or could have been employed on the occasion ; 
and he felt so convinced that the motive-force was supernatural, 
that he then and there gave in his adhesion to the truth of Spirit- 
ualism, aud consequently accepted the article on Mr. lowe s 
seance. Whether Mr. Thackeray thought differently befure he 
died, I cannot say ; but this I know, that every possible argu- 
| ment was used by those present to endeavour to shake his faith 
in Mr. Home's spiritual manifestations, which were, as they 
declared, after all but sorry performances compared to the sur- 
prising tricks of Houdin or Frikell.— Saturday Review, February 
25th, 1865. ‘ 
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WORDS OF BALM FOR SUFFERING HUMANITY. 
Fros A RELEASED SPIRIT, 


From the beginning of the world we may perceive how many 
troubles and sorrows have fallen to the lot of man; even to 
those who appear to have been worthy of a very ditferent fate. 
Indeed, it may be even sometimes imagined that the good have 
more to endure than the bad, but how can we know and judge 
of the internal feelings of any one ? 

Real happiness is from the interior, not from external sur- 
roundings ; therefore, those who, in a worldly point of view, 
may appear the most unfortunate—may, in reality, be the most 
happy ; and let no one doubt of the love and mercy of the Lord, 
whatever may be the privations, or the griefs which may over- 
whelm him. 

Let him act justly, and look into his own heart to find comfort 
and happiness ; this he will most assuredly find, if he act accord- 
ing to the precept laid down, to love God and to do to others as 
he would be done by. The longest life is but short, and when 
the end is come, of how little consequence it will appear, in 
what station that life has been passed, or what hardships may 
have been endured. 

Let each reflect on this subject, and, I think, the spirit of envy 
aud discontent will be banished from the world. How many 
hours of discomfort would be saved, if each person would en- 
deavour to make light of small troubles, to repress irritable 
feelings, and instead of being angry at small omissions of others, 
to bear such things patiently, and to endeavour to soften to 
others the crosses they may have to bear. By doing so, how 
much happiness would be spread around, and each one might 
become, in this manner, a ministering angel, and, like the sun, 
shed his rays of happiness around, and also feel them in his own 
heart, 

More of the misery of mankind arises from the want of for- 
bearance in trifles than [from real misfortunes. The small dis- 
comforts which arise from the humours of others wear and 
distress, whereas the mind rises up to support itself against a 
great or real trouble. Thus let each do his part in speaking 
words of comfort, which will soothe and drop like balm into the 
wounded spirit. 

If we examine the actions of Christ we shall find Him hea‘ing 
the sick and dropping words of consolation at the sa ne time. 
We never find Him using harsh expressions, even to sinners— 
all His words are gentle, and calculated rather t» persuade 
sinners to repent than to frighten. Is it not better to lead by 
love than to drive by a rod of iron? One will induce repentance, 
the other will harden, and perhaps confirm in evil. 

When Christ also installed his disciples in their office, it was 
one of mercy and kindness, Ho gave them power to heal the 
sick, and preach tho gospel to all. We also see his kindness 
when Peter wounded the servant when He was betrayed. His 
words were— Put up thy sword,” and He healed the wound ; 
His last words were also those of mercy to the thief 
crucified with Him. They were—“ ‘This day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise ;” and before He passed away, His words wera, 
“ Father, forgive them, they know pot what they do.” Let us 
all strive to merit this forgiveness by casting off our sins. 

I think more need hardly be said. It would be needless to 
repeat all the kind expressions used by our Lord, as they can be 
read in the New Testament ; and if we consider the longest life 
must end after a few years, and we leave this world and all and 
everything in it, and that then shall we be, through the goodness 
and merey of our Lord, rewarded according to our actions in 
the state of life in which the Almighty had placed us, God will 
judge, and it will be seen that the duties of some have been very 
different to the duties of others, Things will appear in their 
true light. 

Many who have suffered punishment by man’s judgment will be 
exonerated by God’s, and many who have gone through the 
world glorying in their pride, and keeping clear from condemna- 
tion by the laws of man, will find their dishonourable and 
wicked actions laid bare before the laws of God. Let, then, the 
suffering recollect the words of our Lord— Come unto me, ye 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

Let each, then, strive earnestly and cheerfully, for such must 
he the end, S.J. 


The foregoing essay was written through the hand ofa very near 
relative who is awriting medium. The title of it was originally 
proposed by the spirit-author as a general title to my records of 
apirit-communication through that method, on the 8th of No- 
vember, 1855, but was subsequently replaced by a more simple 
and applicable name; and the essay was substituted under the 
title, and written in seraps on the evenings of the 9th, 10th, 12th, 
and fourteenth of the same month and year. From its simple 
diction and quiet tone—so eminently characteristic of its author 
once a country clergyman, it may interest the reader. 


Kevvery R. H, MACKENZIE, 
Chiswick, March Lith, 1865. 


THE SPIRITS IN PRISON. 


La 
To the Editor of the Spiritual Times. 


Sır, — As I perceive by the London papers that the Davenport 
Brothers are with you, and knowing, by experience, the great 
variety of opposing opinions that their extraordinary manifesta- 
tions have called forth, even here, in America, where believers 
in the spiritual origin of the phenomena are “ plenty as black- 
berries,” I submit to you ag an addenda to other ofthe Daven- 
port marvels, two rather unusual manifestations of “the power” 
and ita modus operandi. 

Ira and William Davenport (in accordance with the 
general practices of the law, the church, ete, in con- 
nexion with spiritual manifestations) have been subject to 
every T of insult, persecution, and injustice, that the 
civilized and christian community could intlict, within the 
pale of the law, and of the peculiar modes of obedience to the 
apostolic charge “to try the spirits,” resorted to in the case of 
“the Brothers,” has been to arrest and try them in severa 
sections of country, for performing “juggling tricks without a 
licence.” The Brothers, by payment of a fine, could easily have 
evaded the penalty inflicted “ by justice’? on their offence, but 
by the advice of the spirits, theyjinvariably refused the tender 
of their many friends and admirers to do this; alleging that 
they might he compelled to yield obedience to violence, but 
would never sanction illegal law, by paying the fine. 

In pursuanco of this resolve, the Davenports submitted to 
the disgrace (7) of imprisonment in several instances, for 
having perpetrated the enormous offence of sitting tied hand 
and foot, whilst the disembodied souls of dead men, telegraphed 
toeach the intelligence that they still lived. It was on the 
oceasion of their imprisonment in Oswego Jail, New York 
State, the following seance took place. 

The Davenport Brothers had as usual been tried and convicted 
of the felony of proving immortality, and sentenced to thirty 
days’ imprisonment in Oswego Jail. Somehow the com- 
mittal had an odd effect on the citizens of Oswego, who (in- 
stead of being deterred from following in the baneful footsteps 
of the culprits, by a warning of their awful fate) not only 
visited them and filled their cells with presents of fruit, 
flowers, books, and testimonials of every kind, but testified their 
abhorrence of their crime by encouraging them to its repetition 
by holding séances in the precincts of the prison cell itself. 
On a certain Monday evening, I, in company with my mother, 
alady, and two gentlemen who ranked amongst the oldest 
and most respectable citizens of the town, went to visit the 
boys, in their cell, they haviug expressed a desire to see me 
during my stay in Oswego, where I was delivering Sabbath-day 
lectures for the Spiritualists’ Society. Shortly after my arrival, 
I was troduced with my friend into the cell by the warder 
of the prison, Mr. P., who informed us that, though after hours, 
he was willing to oblige us beyond his custom, Our party 
completely filled the cell; and Mr. P., the jailer or warder, 
who seomed on friendly terms with the Messrs. Davenport 
and my companions, stationed himself at the open door of the 
cell, I had not been seated above five-minutes when I per- 
ceived, in the glowing light of the eveniug, several spirits ip 
our midst, whose company was both unlooked-for and unknown 
to the rest of the party. Amongst them was one of particularly 
grotesque appearance ; he looked like what they call, in New 
York, a regular “rowdy,” was dressed in an old tarnished 
military suit, much too small for him, but worn with ludicrous 
affectation of finery. On his head appeared an old battered 
general ’s hat, with a broken feather, and, altogether, an odder or 
more comic looking genius L never beheld on any stage, while 


the swagger which he assumed in strutting about the 
cell, completed a marked and singular individuality. On de- 


scribing what I saw to the Messrs. Davenport, they at once 
explained—* The figure you describe must be a spirit who calls 
himself General Murch; he is evidently dressed up in honour 
of you, and his presence and readiness to appear betokens that 
he wishes us to hold a circle.” At this intimation, Mr. P., our 
worthy jailer, declared that his feelings were so hurt by our 
irreverend mention of spirits, that he must withdraw, and 
thought the best thing he could do in the absence of a magis- 
trate to commit us was to lock us up, adding, however, that in 
respect to me as “the Spiritualists’ Minister,” he would leave 
us some instruments of music to amuse ourselves with ; 
thereupon, he pushed into the cell a guitar, tambourine, horns, & 
drum, and several other instruments commonly used in such 
circles. Before quitting us, he expressed his decided opinion 
that we should all eventually come to be hanged, and to illus 
trate this belief more forcibly, he threw in a large coil of new 
rope, as suggestive of our fate. This done, he shut, locked, 
and bolted the door, leaving us with the instruments aforesaid. 
n lamp, and box of matehes, all of which looked as if the said 
uss was pretty well aware of what was to follow. All “secure,” 
owever, we proceeded to make the best use of our time, the 
first occupation of which on my own part and that of my two 
gentlemen friends (one of whom was an old sea captain) was to tie 
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the Messrs. Davenport to their chairs and then again to staples 
in the wall, all of which consumed nearly thirty minutes, s» re- 
Solved were we to secure ourselves against any imposition. I 
must reiterate my assertion about the size of the cell, which 
Was so completely filled up by our party that I, who was 
crowded in between the two mediums, must have felt the slightest 
Movement made by either of them. 

„Unless, then, my very much astonished and considerably 
Tightened mother and lady friend were the performers, or the 
magistrate, one of my male companions, or the venerable old 
Sceptical sea captain the-other, turned jugglers for the séance, 
Mvisible, numerous, and very strong hands were there busy 
enough in that cell to play several of the instruments at once, 
Whirl them in the air, and perform noise, music, and indeserib- 
able feats of the usual character at these circles, with a power 
and rapidity marvellous enough had we all engaged in the fun 
Mstead of cowering in tremulous statu quo. 

Several times, at the request of the spirits, a light was struck, 
and the knots which still confined the boys to the iron rings, &c., 
carefully inspected. The spirits favoured us with some conver- 
sation through the horn, principally addressed to myself, whom 
they politely styled the “big preacher.” Their remarks, though 

ighly complimentary in character, were seasoned with consider- 
able spice of what might be termed “slang,” but that they had 
80me means of scrutinizing our countenances was evident, for 
though my mother never said a word, or expressed any fear of 
the invisible performances, they seemed to remark what she 

terwards confessed to, namely, her unmitigated terror of the 
Whole proceeding, by grutlly observing,—“ Old lady is frightened 
Very ; never mind, ma'am, you've got to be initiated.” After 
about three quarters of ‘an hour of as considerable a pande- 
Monium as could be got up in so narrow a space, the invisibles 
Called out— Look out! be still! we're going to untie the boys !” 
and before one of the party could finish the counting of seventy, 
€ ropes, which had occupied us half an hour to knot up, were 
Untied, and very gently, but with incredible swiftness, wound 
around my neck and waist, until, when the light was struck 
Immediately after, a loud signal rap was given, I was found 
Sitting between the mediums in a perfect coil of ropes. 
have no comment to make on this narrative, one of many 
lat have occurred in my experience of séances with these 
Mediums, except to add that anyone eriounied with the City 
swego, the names of my companions shall be especially given 

Ý application to myself, Emma Hardinge, No. 8, Fourth 
venue, New York City. I had intended to give another and 
Very different narrative of a spiritual manifestation in connexion 
With the Davenports, but as I have already occupied more space 
in your columns than I had at first intended, I shall reserve 
My second narration for another occasion, and have the honour 
0 subscribe myself, Yours for the truth, 

Exaa HARDINGE. 
nee S 


THE POWER OF REAPPEARING. 
„In answer to those who are ever speaking of the want of 
dignity in spirit manifestations, I have often said, “ well a fact is 
à fact ;” it might not be so respectable and dignified a fact as you 
or I might wish, but as we don't make the facts, but are ob- 
Servers of them, why we must take them for what they are 
4nd make the best of them. 
| A Mr, Holyoake or a “Flaneur” may think it so terribly shock- 
ing, that a © ticket-of-leave man,” after having escaped into the 
Other world, should presume to escape back again to this,— 
To tread on their toes 
Or rap on their nose. 
That they, sooner than attribute it to the spirit of the “ticket-of- 
ave man” who presumably “ left this country for his country’s 
800d," and is now “they know not what—they know not where,” 
Sooner than admit that anything lower or undignified should 
Come in “such questionable shapes,” between the wind aud their 
Nobility, they would rather nöt Wave the facts at all, they would 
rather shuttle out of the facts by attributing them to anything 
OWever insufficient or absurd, sooner than attribute them to 
Spirit; even as the very scientific Brewster said, “ spirit is the 
ast thing [1 give in to.” Soour penmen of light literature 
ay laugh ata fact or chaff at a fact, but the fact remains still 
io be accounted for, and will ever and anon obstruct the way and 
emand an explantion.” 
t ow the rougher facts of spirit manifestations may come from 
“epugh Sources or from rough unpoetical intelligences, but then 
n have to do rough work and may knock at the doors of our 
4erstanding in a rough way, like the parson told of, who, 
eing one of his hearers in a profound sleep, startled his flock 
md tw ing (and by suiting the action to the word) “If you will 
i hear the word of God you shall feel it,” and thence ensued 
Concussion between the Book and the sleeper’s brain, which, 
ough it woke him up, may not have converted him for perhaps 
® remains an unbeliever unto this day. ee 
ec used to be said that “seeing was believing,” but now we 
ie 80 advanced that it isa question whether we can or do ever 
® anything at all; we only fancy we see, or fancy we feel, 


even asa learned professor said of a table, the table seemed to rise. 
And so some “free lance” critics fancy that no spirits of the 
departed do ever return in any undignified manner, and, to be 
logical, (which of course such wise men are) spirits never did re- 
turn, and never can return, in any unstately or prosaic manner. 
They must come, if come they do, amid blue flames and all the 
respectable accessories of the stage, and speak to us in language 
so sublime and so prophetic as to make even the Star say “ he’s 
a very respectable yhost—hear ye him.” 

I will relate for the benefit of such gentlemen as well as 
for the profit of all who wish to garner up a treasury of facts 
the following account of a reappearance as related by the lady 
who was the witness thereof and who is housekeeper to a gentle- 
man I know. She said :—“ It happened during the Crimean 
war. My husband was a soldier and was at the time serving 
with the army before Sebastapol. One night I went to rest as 
usual, my little girl sleeping in a separate bed to myself. I am 
not aware of anything being on my mind; but suddenly in the 
night I was woke up by a cold hand being placed upon me. {Í 
rose up; saw immediately that it was my husband standing be- 
fore me, seemingly pale and streaming with blood. I called out 
to him, ‘O, William, what is the matter?) He seemed to say 
quite distinctly in return, ‘I have been shot—shot in the 
trenches; and, in the midst of my sad amazement, he kissed me 
and wished me good bye. Whilst remaining bewildered and 
wondering what it could all mean, my daughter called out to me 
‘O, mother, mother, here’s father, father, he’s shot ; he's shot.’ 
Having to pecily her but being still more sadly affected, not 
knowing what could have happened, I anxiously waited for the 
morning and told what I and my daughter had seen, and still, 
for a week or two, waited as anxiously for news from my hus- 
band, fearing something must have happened to him, At length 
a letter came from a comrade of his, stating that my husband 
had been shot by a shellin the trenches, aud he was killed on 
that very night, that I and my daughter saw him come to us 
to bid us good bye.” 

It was a consolation to this poor young widow thus to have 
seen her husband ; it told of his undying love to her and his 
child, but she has neither heard nor seen anything of him since ; 
perhaps not believing it to be possible, and never having heard 
of any power of communication between the “two worlds.” 

Many persons I have heard say they believe in the possible 
reappearance immediately after death because they themselves 
had known eases of the kind, but they say not after the spirit has 
clean gone away. Well, for the benefit of such, I will relate another 
case that only occured a week or so ago to a neighbour of mine. 

A little boy about eight years old I saw playing about only a 
few days ago, but suddenly he was taken ill from cold, grew 
worse and worse, and in a week from the time of his being 
taken ill expired. His mother and father were anxiously wait- 
ing upon him ; the doctor had given up hopes of recovery, but 
the parents, still hoping against hope, were waiting by his bed- 
side on the last morning of his earthly life, the child looked more 
calm and comfortable, and the mother's tremulous heart indulged 
a hope that the dear one might still be spared; but suddenly 
looking up into his mother’s eyes, her child said to her, ‘ Mother, 
here's my sister Jane, my dear sister. She has got hold of my 
head ; she has kissed me, and is going to carry me away, and 
there are lots of angels with her. I know mother I am going 
to Heaven.” And soon he went, escorted, as we may suppose, by 
his heavenly convoy~-especially by the sister he spoke of who 
had departed to the spirit home some three years ago, but who 
now it appeared came openly to greet her little brother, and to 
convey him to his new home, 

I will just relate one somewhat similar case. My own mother, 
lingering for some time on the very edge of the spirit world, 
spoke often of having seen her dear husband, and I remember 
her being very dull because, as she said, she had not had her 
husband to visit her for a day or two, Well, the morning of my 
mother’s departure, she said to the servant “ Ann, I am going to 
my husband to-day, for I've seen two angels thathavecome forme.” 

To those who live in the cold shade of mere Materialism, 
these spontaneous manifestations may appear rather curious 
coincidences—or mere atomic evolutions—and they may require 
like many of the Davenport audiences, the break-nose manifes- 
festations of " ticket-of-leave spirits ;” but the lesson which I 
wish to draw from the above aceounts of reappearances is simply 
that spirits seem to do the best they can to make themselves aud 
their existence known ; that they come when they can, and how 
they can, We cannot lay down the law for them, for “they are 
a law unto themselves,” and that they do according to God's law 
or their pee to make themselves known to us; even as we are 
prepared to receive them. They may not come when we like, 
and will not come how we like, but whatever way they come, 
whether as “angel ministers of grace" to the life-weary drooping 
and dying; whether as poor unfortunate spirits haunting the 
abodes of happier memories or of tragical deeds ; or whether as 
spirits commissioned to rap on the thick skulls of mortals so as 
to make them think ; they, in all theirjvaried degrees and phases 
of manifestation, proclaim this one leading truth, that there 
isa power of correspondence, a law of attraction and sympathy 
between man material and man spiritual. S. Witgs. 
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THE TESTIMONY OF OUR SENSES. 


Now-a-days, when we are required to believe without question 
the miraculous relations of tradition, on pain of being considered 
wickedly sceptical, and to dishelieve the wondrous evidence of 
our own senses, on pain of being called gullible and credulous ; 
-~-it will not, perhaps be inconvenient to examine briefly the 
value we are justified in attaching to this * testimony of our 
senses ;” under what conditions it becomes our duty to regard it 
with a measure of distrust ; and wherein consists the error of 
those who deny facts, seriously attested by thousands, merely 
because these facts lie outside the bounds of their own limited 
experience. 

the case of the conjuror is a very favourite one with such, 
because they think it successfully shows that, in spite of the 
most minute and careful scrutiny, our powers of observation are, 
at any time, at the mercy of the charlatan, who has devoted sufti- 
cient time and ingenuity in the production of successful illusions ; 
such illusions being attained, for the most part, by the conceal- 
ment of one operation, while the attention of the audience is 
carefully and ostentatiously diverted to another. 

lt is not easy, at the first glance, to understand what philoso- 
phers of thisschool really mean. If a conjuror produce an effect 
apparently miraculous, and the spectators can honestly confess 
not only that they do not know how it is done, but 
that they know of no conceivable means by which 
it could be done—a rare event indeed, in any of the conjuring 
entertainments it has been our fortune to witness—it appears to 
us, a dilemma arises very similar to the difficulty offered by the 
most startling account of supernatural manifestation, and the so- 
ealled trick may have been prodaced, for all we know, by means 
quite as exceptional and extraordinary, as any acknowledged 
miracle on record. It is needless to state, however, that the 
majority of tricks never fulfil anything like these conditions; being 
for the most part illusions favoured by distance, and performed 
from a standing point chosen by the operator becanse a closer 
examination of his doings would be avowedly fatal to his object. 

In illustration of the distinction we desire to make, we will 
suppose in the first instance that a conjuror, in the course of his 
eutertainment, really dues sacceed in producing the effects of 
mental clairvoyance. If for example, he tells ten persons con- 
secutively and without fail, the names of cards thought of, we 
shall be justified in saying, this is no imitation of a thing, but 
the thing itself. Let him, however, connect this operation 
inany way with the manipulation of the cards themselves, ex- 
acting from these ten persons information, however remote, and 
to a novice, unsuggestive of the cards thought of, and a new set of 
conditions comes into play ; for we have at once a conceivable, 
though unknown, expedient by which the trickster could have 
obtained a knowledge of the cards selected, independently of im- 
mediate thought-reading. 

The first instance, we contend, could not be well cited as an 
example of the fallibility of our senses; for the thing itself, not 
an appearance of it, would have been achieved ; in the second 
case, the performer's avowal would be probably quite superfluous, 
that the experiment had been achieved by natural, and perhaps 
when explained, ludicrously simple means, In the one ease 
the evidence of our senses may be relied on, for theappeal is made 
to them direct, without relation to any extraneous circumstances ; 
in the other,we may choose that explanition of the phenomenon 
which appears most easy ofacveptance., 

“ Evidence of your senses. sir!” said a German doctor to the 
writer, on one occasion. “I'll soon prove to you, you must 
place no faith in that—bring me a piece of bread.” 

The experimenthe then tried—now a sufficiently familiar one 
consists in rolling up two small balls, and desiring the subject, 
after he has closed his eyes and Japped his second finger over the 
forefinger, to feel the two bread pellets (common marbles would 
do better) placed upon the table before him. Instead of two 
only one ball is placed under the fingers; bat the sense of touch 
is deceived by this arrangement, and without the aid of his eyes 
to help him out of the difficulty, the patient, if unaware of the 
trick, can be got firmly to assert he is touching two ; and, on the 
strength of this sinple experiment the doctor wished us hence- 
forth to treat our senses, the only avenues through which we 
obtain a knowledge of the external world, as utterly false wit- 
hesses never to be trusted again. 

An obvious anawer to this kind of reasoning lay in the counter 
question“ In this, case, doctor, how do you kuow there is only 
one ball, or indeed that there is any ball whatever ?” 

In fact, the only thing proved was one that scarcely needs 
proot atall; viz. that the operation of our senses must be arti 
tivially restricted and crippled before they cau be deceived, and 
that when weemploy them all, and allow them to the best of our 
ability to act as checks one upon the other, and they aro not 
diseased, we have a right to accept the net result thas obtained, 
as actually demonstrated facts, to be believed while anything 
like beliet exists in the world. Of course, howover, another source 
of possible error still exista, when we come to draw inferences 
from facts thus established, and confuse our mere inferences with 
the facta themselves. 


The same senses that are misled by trickery or false appear- 
ances, are employed in the subsequent discovery of them. When 
travellers in deserts see, suddenly rising before them with every 
semblance of reality, mountains, cities and rivers, the same 
perceptive powers which were at first misled, show him, as he 
wanders onwards, that the vision had no substantial reality, but 
was only a mirage—nature’s dream. The sceptice who denie 
that the traveller saw any vision whatever, because no city was 
to be found on the place where it appeared, would be the one 
really in the wrong. 

The application of these considerations to any new form of 
asserted spiritual manifestation more nearly concerns those who 
still regard the subject as a legitimate field for the exercise of 
their comic powers, than those others who are aided in their view 
of such phenomena by the light of many years quiet, patient, in- 
vestigation of other forms of Spiritualism, and are thus able to 
bring to bear upon the matter an accumulation of corroborative 
evidences, small, perhaps, when regarded as isolated circum- 
stances, but huge, indeed, in the one clear, unmistakable result 
they all unerringly point to. ‘Lhe sceptic, however, coming fresh 
to the subject, on his first introduction to the manifestations of 
the now much discussed Davenport Brothers. has to begin at 
the A, B,C,; and if at the end of the scance he is brought to 
acknowledge that certain effects have been produced without 
any sign, or conceivable possibility of trickery, in the ordinary 
sense of tha term-—perhaps we ought to be content with this 
result at present. 

Supposing him to have witnessed, as many did the other 
night, the erection of the cabinet, plank by plank; to have ex- 
amined carefully the ropes and the musical instruments, and 
finally, the persons of the two mediums—the objects on which 
he has to concentrate his attention aro reduced toa very small 
compass. ‘There he has, cabinets, ropes, instruments, men. 

The question is, can he tie these men in such a manner as 
shall prevent their releasing themselves? If he confesses he 
cannot—if, while his own sealed knots remain evidently intact, 
active agencies are audibly, and often visibly at work—pro- 
ducing discordant sounds, wielding instruments, bells, and 
heavy trumpet, he mustalso acknowledge the existence of a certain 
presence within the cabinet, independent of the two prisoners. 

It may be urged, with a certain semblance of justice, that 
the conditions we have just been stating as necessary for per- 
fect aud unshackled observation have not been fulfilled, in the 
absence of light, sometimes entirely, at other times partially 
required for the production of these elfects. Admitting this 
objection, fur the sake of argument, in its fullest force, we ask— 
does this darkness, when produced in a cabinet, of which every 
screw and plank may be minutely examined a second before- 
hand, which is immediately closed and isolated from all 
communication with the world without, render the facts any 
easier of explanation ? 

The fact of his’ being unable to see all the occurrences within, 
of which his other senses give him abundant testimony, will 
perhaps naturally give rise to many speculations in the mind of 
the doubter ; but he will find all such speculations of the 
wildest and most impossible nature—quite as irreconcilable 
with his preconceived notions, as would be the simple admis- 
sion of that supernatural agency he is 80 anxious to repudiate- 
We do not envy the condition of mind of any one who, at the 
very moment the door is opened, sees a hand floating above thé 
head of the bound medium, and can yet believe that the effect 
is produced by the instantaneous untying and re-tying of the 
cords exactly as before, by natural (i. e., known natural) 
means: nor are we struck with admiration at the ingenuity 0 
a suggestion, made the other evening by a friend, in other 
matters practical and hard-headed enough, that probably they 
loosened the knots, which tightly secured their hands behind 
their backs,—“ with their teeth!” JT A. RR. 
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THE BROTHERS DAVENPORT IN BATH. 


(To the Editor of the Spiritual Times.) 

Sir,—The four sdences in this ancient and respectable tow? 
came off as a triumph to the Davenporta, of which they may be 
proud, ‘Tied by expert rope-men, with the * ‘fum-fool’s-kuot,” 
and almost instantly released; all the most wonderful pheno” 
mena attended in palpable demonstrations, Their cabinet and 
dark séuuces gave general satisfaction, and called forth long and 
lond applause. Here the conditions were not interrupted LY 
ignorance and prejudice dictating how something it had never 
witnessed, much less investigated, should take place. And # 
highly intelligent and respectable audience secured order an 
set an example that Leeds, Liverpool, aud Hudderstield wight 
imitate with profit to their people and credit to the good sensè 
of the English public. The reaction from the violent and dis- 
graceful proceedings, a portion |f the press has been only toa 
ready to applaud is everywhere apparent, aud the certain spren 
and triamph of the rert principle of truth these Americans 3° 
untlinchingly and perseveringly represent is certain wherever 
reason prevails over brute force. Yours faithfully, 

An Eva-Wrrnuss. 


(Saturday, March 18, 1865. 
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THE SPIRITUAL TIMES. 


SPIRIRITUALISM IN TYRONE. 


The following wonderful story appears in a letter addressed 
to the Tyrone Constitution. Our contemporary states that it 
reached him at the time of its date, and has been held over till 
how, He adds: “ As it has created considerable curiosity in the 
heighhourhood of the occurrence, we have been requested to 
Publish it. We therefore, give the communication of the con- 
stable as it came to us. There is not the least doubt as to its 
authenticity.” The writer proceeds, saying :—“ I send you the 
following details of the most curious case that ever came under 
MY notice, and for its athenticity I could supply abundant evi- 

ence, who were eyewitnesses to the greater portion hereinafter 
Mentioned. The scene of the occurrence is the townland of 
nah, about one and a half mile from Mountfield. Here an 
JOnest, respectable man, named Peter M'Crory, occupies a house 
m which he resides, with a mountainous farm of land attached. 

Pproximating to the dwelling-house there is one of those large. 
Mountain breaks usual in such places. The situation of the 

Ouse is lonely, as his nearest neighbour is a quarter of a mile 

istant. M’Crory is a married man, and the only persons re- 
siding in the house with him are his wife and a small female 
child, about seven years old. M'Crory and his wife were never 
lessed with any family of their own, and lived comparatively 
comfortable. Some time in the harvest of last year Peter's cat 
Was, one fine morning, non est, but returned in the month of Nov- 
ember, and was observed to be most ravenous and vicious, 
after taking some food it lay down for an unusual long time on 
a frock coat, and when removed therefrom it again dissapeared, 
ut not witout force being found necessary. After the removal 
of the animal, the coat was discovered to be full of vermin of 
iferent hue ; from this time, up to a recent date, the house was 
Polluted with them. The roof of the house and all the interior 
Was similarly situated, baskets full having been swopt together 
and burned, This obnoxioys nuisance having been got rid of, 
everything seemed in its usual way until Thursday night last. 
As the family, as before mentioned, were sitting round the fire, 
‘ome invisible person threw some turf clods at them, but 
Rothing more than the clods were resorted to on this night ; but 
@ attack was renewed on the following morning in clear day- 
‘ght with greater violence. Some bricks were lying at the 
corner of the kitchen fire, and these were thrown from all angles 
of the house at the inmates, until they were reluctantly obliged 
beat a retreat., Inthe course of some time Peter returned and 
again joined his usual avocations, when a man entered the house 
° private business, named Jemmy Carland, to whom all the 
Particulars were related. Jemmy, not believing it a feasible 
Story, shouted out at the top of his stentorian voice- -‘ Why the 
do not they clod me now?’ The words were hardly ex- 
Peed when poor Jemmy received one, two, three, blows of 

Ones on his back. The poor man picked up the stones, left 
‘em alongside the fire, and, as he himself says, precipitately left 


P ome, not again to return for some time. On this night 
Ta wife and little girl joined issue with Jemmy, and re- 
Aline 


dat her neighbour's all night. 


Phe should here remark that during the females’ exit they were 
rims on their entire route by some invisible parties keeping 
vamos throwing, and most particularly directed against the 
it Ra female, Peter keeping close and covering their rear, as 
fom ears up to this period he was less obnoxious than the 
ales. Peter returned and was determined to maintain his 
exclaiming aloud, ‘Whatever you are, ifI have 
an u, inthe name of God, speak, and I will make you 
H, Teparation required, but to this there was no response. 
ona er; Peter was possessed of strong nerves, and remained 
k atre tn the house on Friday night, except the carly part, when 
their FË body of the neighbours collected, but returned to 
sligt _ homes before midnight- All passed off quietly save some 
Sat i ‘Ly mptoms unworthy of notice. At an early hour on 
eter ay morning Mrs. M'Crory and the little girl returned. 
their priaced a pot of water onjthe fire for the purpose of making 
hostili reakfast, and it appears the moment the females arrived 
bins ities again began. The, little gir} was, from the effect of a 
ate ofa hard turf, thrown intoa tub of water. Nothing very 
han rial after this occurred until the evening, when a regular 
a tohand tight took place between the invisible parties on 
ù amed i side, and Peter, aal by his family,tand a man 
ed M’ Bride, who casually happened to be on the spot, on 

8e, pili Peter brought in a quantity of turf for the Sabbath’s 
Mand oe them opposite the kitchen fire, where the persons 
above were sitting, Suddenly, and in the presence of 


that they were biting her. 


cleared away without a Knife. 


all, the turf was all thrownat Peter, striking him about the 
Peter in retaliation, flung every one of them back 
from whence they came, exclaiming he would not be banished 
from hishome. After these occurrences Peter’s wife and 
ittle girl went to bed, but the latter kept constantly shouting 
On examination, five pins, three 
inches long, were foundin the bed, some of them having pene- 
trated the flesh of the little girl. 
is restored. Theabove are the principal headings, not ex- 
ageerated, and 1 am fully confident no human being is behind 
the screen in this case, and if you consider it worth the perusal 
of yonr readers, you are atliberty to use it. 


“Jeremian M'MEILLY, Constable. 
“ Mountfield, Feb, 15, 1865. 


“P.S.—The vermin mentioned in this document were very 
large, some the size of small seed potatoes, and covered with a 
woolly substance.” 


THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT THERE, 


No night in heaven! that place of bliss, 
Where “ pleasure in perfection is ;” 
Where happy spirita sing their lay 
Through one eternity of day. 


No night in heaven! unconscious sleep 
Over thats blest eyelids cannot creep; 
No interruption shall there be 

To heaven’s awakened ecstacy. 


No night of sorrow! there the mind 
A balm for every wound shall find ; 
There parted friends shall meet again, 
No more to feel the parting pain. 


No night of trouble ! there the saints 
Shall praises speak, and not complaints ; 
For the wicked shall not come, 

To spoil the weary of their home. 


No night of sickness shall be there, 
For under our physician’s care 

The saints, uor faint, nor sick shall be 
Throughout a blest eternity. 


No night of death ! pale terror’s king 
Not there his poisoned darts shall fling ; 
For saints in glory feel no woe, 

And life in heaven no end shall know. 


A SPIRITUALIST. 


a Ee z 


To the Editor of the Spiritual Times. 


Sır, —In your issue of the 4th inst., there are two mistakes 
in the report of the Manchester Athenæum affair. 
our permission, I will correct. They arenot very important, 
utthey had better be put right. 
reporter, or whatever he may be, says that “Mr. Bullock ” 
states that one of the gentlemen tied, was not tied at all. 
Isaid, in the sense of not being tied securely. Certainly there 
were ropes, ora rope, about Mr. Maccabe, but they were 
fastened in such a way that the tying virtually amounted to 
no tying at all. Again, your correspondent, or reporter, says 
that the ropes fastening Mr. Day, the gentleman I tied, were 
Now, Iam not in a position to 
say they were not, but I am strongly inclined to believe that 
a knife was used. In this Manchester Atheneum business 
whatever the Davenport séances maybe, the whole may he 
accounted for by any sharp child ofadozen years. 

The most remarkable circumstance iu the affair is, that the 
Manchester press should have treated a mero farce—freely 
confessed to be nothing else, as a serious thing. 


Respectfully, 


Tuos, Burrocr. 
March, 6th, 1865. 

P,S.—A second private séance, I am told, was held on 
Saturday, (4th.) 750 tickets (free) were issued, I believe, 
but they were kept out of my reach; and I see the papers 
are silent, or nearly so, this morning on the matter. 


The latter is left and peace 


Your correspondent, or 


g8 


THE 


SPIRITUAL 


TIME 


[Saturday, March 18, 1865. 
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THE SPIRITUAL LYCEUM 
_ 14, Newman Street, Oxford Street. 
This Institution is established for the | 

advancement of spiritual phenomena | 

and philosophy. It offers opportunities 
for investigators to collect facts and 
obtain proofs of Spirit Life. It brings 
together friends to the cause, and presents 

a platform for the freest Discussion. Its 

rules are such as to preclude no sectary, 

whilst it aims to eschew all sectar@nism. 

Based on the cardinal facts of Spirit Com- 

munion and Immortality, it invites all who | 

recognise, or desire to recognise, these 
truths, 

The Lyceum has both religious and se- 
cular aims,—religiousin the highest sense 
of eliminating truth, from spirit-fact and 
duty from truth. Secular in the sense of 
moulding the future by a wise realisation 
of the present and a spiritual conception 
of ita uses, 

The growing spread of Spiritualism in 
England renders a centralinstitution neces- 
sary to organize means to give distinctive | 
life to the various methods which abound 
in isolated forms all over the kingdom, 
To effect this most desirable object Mr. R. 
Cooper, the Proprietor, and Mr. J. H, 
Powell, the Editor, of the Spiritual Times, | 
have established the Lyceum. They have 
put the machinery in motion, (Mr, Cooper 
bearing the monetary, and Mr, Powell the 
practical working, responsibilities) and 
earnestly solicit aid from all friends. 
Many sincere and influential Spiritualists 
have already subscribed, some two, others 
one guinea each (the latter subscription 
being the minimum). Those who sub- 
acribe one or more guineas annually will 
be entitled to the privilege of attending 
all Lectures and the Reading Room free. | 
The Reading Room is open daily from 
twelve, am, to ten p.m, and contains the 

rincipal apiritual publications of Amer- 

ica, France, and England. Spirit Draw- 
ings and Works of a progressive char- 
acter will be added from time to time. 

Mediums of recognised integrity and 

power will be encouraged, and it is hoped 

facilities may be afforded for the develop- 
ment of such connecttd with the Lyceum, 

A printing press is now in operation 
upon the premises for printing of the 
Spiritual Times nnd Tracts and Pamphlets 
on spiritual topics. Friends desirous of 
spreading the truths of Spiritualism may 
aid the cause materially by purchasing 
such pamphlets and distributing them. 
All works of a spiritual and progressive 
character can be supplied by us. Friends 
will therefore kindly bear in mind this fact, 
as by purchasing their books of us they 
aid the Lyceum. 

We feel pursuaded our work will 
not be in vain, being assured amongst 
the many thousands of true Spiritualists 
in this country alone there are many who 
will gladly aid us. 

APPLICATIONS FORK Lectures WILL RECEIVE 

ATTENTION. 

All communications and remittances to 
pe forwarded to Mr. J. H. Powell, 
Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman Street, 
Oxford Street. $ 

The payment of Qs. 6d. per quarter will 
admit perauns to Lectures and Discussions 
only. 


LYCEUM LECTURES, 

Ou Sunday, March 19th, the Rev, J.M. Spear 
will deliver an Address; subject“ Spiritual- 
jam in America.” Sunday, Mareh 20th, Mr, 
J, H. Powell, Editor of the Spiritual Times, 
wtll Lecture; subject-=* Relation of Mesmer- 
to Spiritualism.” Commence at 7 p.m, 
Admission Free, 


Je PUBLISHED. NUMBER 
e ONE. Nicodemians and Thomasians, by 
Wirion Howie. Number Two, Spiritual- 
ismin Harmony with Science, by Dr J. B. 


| special 


Feacuson. Price ld, or in packets of 25, ls., 
or 4s. per 100, post free, 


QPI AD LYCEUM 14, NEW- 

MAN -STREET, Oxford-street, On 
Sunday, March 19th, The Rev. J. M. Spear will 
deliver an Address at 7 p.m. Free, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A DISCUSSION on Spiritualism will shortly 
tako place at the Cambridge Hall, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, between Mr. J. B. Leno, 
late editor of the Westminster News, and Mr. 
J. U1, Powell, editor of the Spiritual Times. 


“The Spirit Power Institute” hold their 
meetings at 15, Basinghall-street, City. All 
communications not officially con- 
nected with the Institute may be addressed to 
Jno. Jones, Enmore Park, South Norwood, 
orto Henry Bielfeld, 208, Euston-road, N. W. 
We regret our want of space to reproduce the 
circular issued by the “ Institute.” 


TENIR EDITOR OF THE “SPIRIT- 

UAL TIMES ” is prepared to accept en- 
gagementsto Lecture on Mesmerism or Spiritual- 
ism. Address, Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, W. 


Correseonnents will please to write legibly on 
one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible. Ifthis rale is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject even valuable com- 
positions, 

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts 
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &e, We wish to 
give as many facts as our space will admit. 
Correspondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super- 
natural character should be given to the 
publie free from all suspicion. 


SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVER- 

TISEMENTS, 

Two lines and under, 2s.; every additional 
line, 825 a reduction for a series. 

All Advertisements, payable in advance, may 
be forwarded to Mr, J. 11. Powell, Spiritual 
Times Oftice, Li, Newmian-street, Oxford-st. 

Advertistments for insertion in the current week 
must reach the Office on or before nine o'clock 
on Wednesday morning. 

To rus Trape—The Spiritual Times is pub- 
lished at T'en o'clock on Friday morning, at 
the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Newman-street, 
Oxfurd-street, and by Job Candwell, 335, 
Strand, 

Comvtatnrs have reached us that the Spiritual 
Times does not always find its way to country 
subscribers, Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office 14, Newnan 
Street, Oxford Street, W., and we will for- 
ward it direct through the post. Subscribers 
taking four copies enn have them post free, 
by remitting 8s. 8d, per quarter, 


TILE “SPIRITUAL TIMES" BY POST, 

To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 
Times, packets will bo sent direct from the Office 
post free to any part of the U nited Kingdom, 
hy remitting, in advance, as under sm 


Copies. Weeks, Weeks, Weeks. 
1, 3d. or for 13, 383d. 26, Gs.6d, 52. 18s. 
2, Bday a „5R Sd. p (086d. 4, 21s, 
3, 6d, p G8 Gd. y 13s.0d. a 26s. 
G, te p s 18s.0d. 4 268.00, s, 52s. 


Post Office Orders must be made payablo to 
Mr. J. IL. Powell, atthe Post Office, 26, Oxford- 
street, corner of Rathbone-place, Vion. 

List of Agents for the “ Spiritual Times.” 
Loxpon.—}*, Pitman, 20, Paternoster row. 

E, Marks, Brondway, Ludgate-hill. 
F. Prnrrah, 282, Strand. 
Arthur F. Gilby, Llallesville-road, Canning-town, 


| James Burns, Progressive Library, Camberwell, 


Publishing Company, 147, Fleet-strect. 
Mrs, Funnicane, 117, Aldersgate-street, 
Korneuran,—dames Mashet, 249, High-street. 
Beaprorp,—doseph Lund, 
Neweastie-ox-tyye, Thomas P, Barkas, 49, 

Grainger: street. 
Briaurox,—Abbot, Queen’s-road. 
Kinaston-on- T pamte m Bryden. 
Norrixanam,~Jeddiah Hitchcoek, Alfred-street 
Eastnounne,-Mr. Applegate 

*,* We shall be glad to reeeive additional 

names as Agents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wattaos hold Séances every 

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday evenings, at 7 


| o'clock, at 139, George's-road, Holloway. 


4PIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND 
h PHASES, Ilustrated with Personal Bx- 
pericnces, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writing, 
by J. H. Powell, 

Asan individual contribution to the general 
mass of testimony om this great topic of the 
age, it is very valuable.— William Howitt. 

Mr. Powell’s statements of the answers he 
received to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise the public to consult the 
work, # œ ® Many persons will read Mr. 
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has no 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigorous 
language.—-Public Opinion, March 12th, 1864. 

The sum of the matter is, that if one has 3 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, an 
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell's volume 
than from any other that has yet been published, 
not even excepting that of the great apostle 
medium, Mr, Home himself.—Caledonian Mer- 
cury, March 12, 1864, 

This is the fourth book that has recently 
come to our hands on the same subject, and 
whilst it is the smallest, it is yet the most strike 
ing of all the former, perhaps, from the brevity 
with which the subject is presented, and the 
nature of thefucts or assumptions with which it is 
crammed from first to last. * * * ‘There is 
much, very much to excite thought, whether t0 
compel conviction, or not, The enquiry is bY 
no means the contemptible thing that many 
people wish to consider it. It deals with al- 
leged facts, which, if true, are astounding 5 and, 
if false, still they are objects of interest, and 
they ought to be disposed of.— British Standard; 
March 18th, 1864. 

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum, 
Price 2s., post free. y 
In post 8vo,, Handsomely Bound, Cloth Extras 

ý l Gilt edges, Price 3s. 

(ONS OF A TRUTH 

SEEKER; a Narrativeof Personal In- 
vestigations inté the Facts and Philosophy © 
Spirit Intercourse, By Tnomas Brevioks 
Author of ‘The Two Worlds,” &c., with ar 
Appendix on the Laws of Spiritual Intercourse 

May be had at the Spiritual Lyceum, 14 
Newman Street, Oxford Street, and of Mr. F 
Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row, 
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MURRAY SPEAR EXAMINES 
ef © and prescribes for diseases of body ant 
mind, and when so impressed, delineates the 
character of persons, He likewise reads chat 
acter by letter, Fee,~a half.guinea, at his 
rooms, 146, (Inte 72) Albany Street, Regent's 


Park, Hours from 12 to 3. 

a gon, 
TOOL Rana; Words by Edgar 
AY Allen Poe; Music by ILA. Rudal 


Shortly to be Published. 
Metzler, & Co; London and Brighton. 
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NEN PSALM and HYMN TUNES, 
TE DEUM, and TWENTY-FOUR 
ORIGINAL CHANTS, Composed and AT- 
ranged, with voice parts complete, for the 
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by Rosser? 
Coorrr,—Price 28,3 cloth, 2s. 6d. 
London: Novello & Co., 69, Dean Street, Soho 
The Harmonies, both in invention and af 
rangement, are musical to a very high degree: 
and, altogether, the work is one which can e; 
strongly recommended, and will be sure to meé 
with approval. —Brignton Guardian 
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L BALI IN NATURE. —A 
; Practical Treatise, showing how “ Goot 
Digestion waits on Appetite, and Health of 
boti.” By R. Cooren To be had of 4 
Booksellers; Price Gd. 

“ Health in Nature” is a little book all 
should read, It goes in the way of social 
scienco, und in common sense diction clears t x 
path to health, Jt is about the cheapest boo 
of egual usefulness we ever had the pleasure + 
read, —Hustbourne Gazette. 

May be had of F. Pitman, 24, Paternoster 

Row, Londen, 


Printed and Published by the Proprieto® 
Ronenr Coopua, at the Spiritual Lyceurh 


14, Newman-st., Oxford-st , in the Count 
of Middlesex, Saturday, March 18th, 1868. ¥ 


